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Agriculture in Saskatchewan 

 

Have you ever wondered what Saskatchewan is most known for? The 

answer is agriculture. Now you may be wondering, what is agriculture? 

That is what we will be talking about in this presentation of ours. 

 

To start off, what is agriculture? Agriculture is all about growing crops & 

raising livestock. It provides food, wool, medicine, and other essential 

things we use everyday. Saskatchewan has one of the most fertile lands in 

the country. And 40% of Canada’s cultivated farmland is in Saskatchewan.  

Saskatchewan is also the largest exporter of food products in Canada. In 

2019, the following data shows how much Saskatchewan has shared its 

food with the rest of the world: 51% of lentils, 26% of mustard seeds, 21% 

of canola seeds, 31% of peas, 19% canola meal, 31% oats, 35% durum 

wheat, 19% flaxseed, and 70% of the canary seeds. 

 

Now we will talk about some of the crops in Saskatchewan. They are, 

Wheat, Barley, Oats, Lentils, and Canola. Wheat is one of the oldest and 

most important of the cereal crops. A large portion at 60%, of wheat is 

grown in Saskatchewan. Winter wheat is planted in fall or winter, and is 

harvested in spring or summer. And spring wheat is planted in spring and is 

harvested in summer or fall. 

 

In Canada we mostly plant spring wheat because when we plant winter 

wheat, the harsh weather will not let it grow.  White and whole-wheat is 

used in many staple foods such as, bread, pasta, noodles, bulgur and 

couscous. Wheat is also a main source of protein, carbs and fiber. 

 

Next, Barley is commonly used in bread, soup, beer, and other snack 

foods. It can grow and ripen in a shorter amount of time as compared to 

any other cereal crop. Barley grows in April, May or in summer, and is 

harvested in September. It is part of the grass family and is grown in many 

different environments. It is also the fourth largest crop globally after wheat, 

rice, and corn. 
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Thirdly, Oats are a common breakfast food. They are very high in carbs, 

and are 13% protein as well as 7.5% fat. They are a very good source of 

vitamins, calcium, and iron. Oats are commonly grown in Alberta, 

Saskatchewan, and Manitoba. They have a spectacular ability to survive in 

poor soil that is sandy, low in fertilizer, or highly acidic. Oats can grow up to 

1.5 meters tall, have long leaves at the base and a small appendage where 

the leaf joins the stem. Common oats grow in cool temperatures, and more 

heat tolerant ones grow in warmer temperatures.  

 

Moreover, did you know that green and red lentils are most widely grown in 

Saskatchewan? 99% of chickpeas and 95% of total Canadian lentils are 

also grown in Saskatchewan. Lentils are an excellent source of fibre and 

protein. They can protect against heart disease and diabetes. Lentils can 

also be used as an alternative to meat sources for nutrients. 

 

Lastly, Saskatchewan produces more canola than any other province in 

Canada having a total of 5 canola processing plants. 60% of Canadian 

canola is refined in Saskatchewan. Canola seeds are used to make canola 

oil for cooking and making biodiesel. The leftover canola is used to make 

chicken/animal food or used as fertilizer. 

 

Now we are going to talk about fruits in Saskatchewan. Some Fruits in 

Saskatchewan are; Saskatoon berries, blueberries (low-bush), 

strawberries, and buffalo berries. 

 

First we will talk about Saskatoon berries. Saskatoon berries are native to 

Canadian Prairies. They look very much like blueberries but are from the 

apple family and have a sweet, nutty flavor. Saskatoon berries are very 

high in fibre, proteins, and antioxidants. They get white flowers in spring 

and ripen in June or July. The bushes can also reach 16 feet in height. 

 

Blueberries on the other hand, grow on bushes with shallow, fibrous roots 

and woody canes. They also have very good antioxidants that prevent 

heart disease, cancer and diabetes. Blueberries are good for bone growth, 
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your mental health and also maintain blood pressure. They are harvested 

in summertime, whether it’s in June or July.  

 

Strawberries are bright red, and very juicy fruits. They are very high in 

vitamin B and C. As well as many other nutritional components. 

Strawberries are also very high in water content. The bushes can grow up 

to 6 feet tall and 3 to 4 feet wide. They are harvested around summertime 

with many around Saskatoon towns. Strawberries can also be used to 

make jams or bread or can be eaten just simple, as fresh fruit. 

 

And finally, buffalo berries. Buffalo berries are native to the prairies. They 

are an acquired taste for humans, but are loved by bears. Buffalo Berries 

are used in many first nations foods. The leaf also has a silver underside 

with brown spots. Buffalo berry plants can grow 3m tall.  

 

Farming equipment is also a major part of agriculture, as all this farming 

would not be possible without the world-class equipment. The three most 

common pieces of equipment are tractors, ploughs, and combine 

harvesters. First, let’s talk about tractors. A tractor is used for tugging or 

pulling a load, such as watering crops or spraying pests. They can also be 

used to haul ploughs. Speaking of ploughs, let’s define a plough. Ploughs 

are used for loosening or turning the soil so it can be prepared for sowing. 

Now last but not least, the combine harvester. A combine harvester is used 

to harvest crops at the end of the season when they are ready to consume. 

 

To conclude, Saskatchewan is a big producer of agricultural products in 

Canada and exports the majority of it’s crops worldwide. It is also a major 

contributor to the Canadian economy. There are many varieties of all the 

crops and fruits grown in Saskatchewan that are essential in one way or 

another. Agriculture in Saskatchewan has not only provided food for the 

nation, but has also become a part of many people’s lives in the province. 
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